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The master's tools willnever dismantle themaster's house.
AUDRE LORDE



Kristian Williams, Our Enemies in Blue: Police and

Power in America (2015)

 

Jordan T. Camp and Christina Heatherton, eds.,

Policing the Planet: Why the Policing Crisis Led to Black

Lives Matter (2016)

 

Kelly Lytle Hernández, City of Inmates: Conquest,

Rebellion, and the Rise of Human Caging in Los

Angeles, 1771–1965 (2017)

 

Stuart Schrader, Badges Without Borders: How Global

Counterinsurgency Transformed American Policing

(2019)

Reading List
I. Understanding the Police and the Function of 

Police Violence

https://www.akpress.org/our-enemies-in-blue.html
https://www.versobooks.com/books/2107-policing-the-planet
https://uncpress.org/book/9781469631189/city-of-inmates/
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520295629/badges-without-borders


Reading List

II. Criminalizing Blackness

Ida B. Wells, “Lynch Law in America” (1900)

 

We Charge Genocide: The Historic Petition to the United

Nations for Relief From a Crime of The United States

Government Against the Negro People (1951)

 

Douglas Blackmon, Slavery by Another Name: The Re-

enslavement of Black Americans from the Civil War to World

War II (2008)

 

Paul Butler, Chokehold: Policing Black Men (2017)

 

Carl Suddler, Presumed Criminal: Black Youth and the

Justice System in Postwar New York (2019)

 

Ibram X.Kendi, "Who gets to Be Afraid in America" (2020)

https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/speeches-african-american-history/1900-ida-b-wells-lynch-law-america/
https://www.blackpast.org/global-african-history/primary-documents-global-african-history/we-charge-genocide-historic-petition-united-nations-relief-crime-united-states-government-against/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/14301/slavery-by-another-name-by-douglas-a-blackmon/
https://thenewpress.com/books/chokehold
https://nyupress.org/9781479847624/presumed-criminal/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/05/ahmaud-arbery/611539/


Reading List

III. Histories of Resistance, Riots, and Uprisings

James Baldwin, “A Report from Occupied Territory”
(1966)
 
Robert Gooding-Williams, ed. Reading Rodney
King/Reading Urban Uprising (1993)
 
Paul Chaat Smith and Robert Allen Warrior, Like a
Hurricane: The Indian Movement from Alcatraz to
Wounded Knee (1997)
 
Donna Murch, Living For the City: Migration, Education,
and the Rise of the Black Panther Party in Oakland,
California (2010)
 
Melvin Rogers, “We Should Be Afraid, But Not of
Protesters” (2020)

https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/report-occupied-territory/
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/9780203699997
https://thenewpress.com/books/like-hurricane
https://uncpress.org/book/9780807871133/living-for-the-city/
http://bostonreview.net/race/melvin-rogers-we-should-be-afraid-not-protesters


Reading List
IV. What is Abolition? 

What does It Mean to Abolish the Police?

Angela Y. Davis and Dylan Rodriguez, “The Challenge
of Prison Abolition: A Conversation” (2000)
 
Angela Y.  Davis, Are Prisons Obsolete? (2003)
 
Victoria Law, “Against Carceral Feminism” (2014) 
 
Jose Martin, “Policing is a Dirty Job, But Nobody’s
Gotta Do It: 6 Ideas for a Cop-Free World” (2014)
 
Alex Vitale, The End of Policing (2017)
 
Rachel Kushner, “Is Prison Necessary? Ruth Wilson
Gilmore Might Change Your Mind” (2019) 
 
Ruth Wilson Gilmore and James Kilgore, “The Case for
Abolition” (2019)

https://www.jstor.org/stable/29767244?casa_token=0gpZeRIZJu0AAAAA%3AoPYo2u-ZHiY7XWoKEr_e47k0ib4AL7MLd4hvCGeVNsZo6h6Tx1zpO8QkB7FKw7yOPJNJVlmwT0Cu_Inq76kS_TJv15tuijDzJcHlVPxOb0Z0VpfWmPmN&seq=1
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/213837/are-prisons-obsolete-by-angela-y-davis/
https://jacobinmag.com/2014/10/against-carceral-feminism/
https://jacobinmag.com/2014/10/against-carceral-feminism/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/police-brutality-cop-free-world-protest-199465/#ixzz3MAjhe2IM
https://www.versobooks.com/books/2426-the-end-of-policing
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/17/magazine/prison-abolition-ruth-wilson-gilmore.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/17/magazine/prison-abolition-ruth-wilson-gilmore.html
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2019/06/19/the-case-for-abolition


Stay tuned for part 3 
of our guide! 
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